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has any bills to accept; demands would else be all
made upon the spot, and he must pay for his goods
before he has them; therefore I say it accepts all
his bills, and oftentimes pays them too. In a word,
it is the life and soul of his trade, and it requires
his utmost vigilance to preserve it.

If, then, his own credit should be of so much
value to him, and he should be so nice in his con-
cern about it, he ought, in some degree, to have the
same care of his neighbour's. Religion teaches us
not to defame our neighbour or to propagate any
slander upon his good name. As a good name is to
another man, and which the wise man says is better
than life, the same is credit to a tradesman; it is
the life of his trade; and he that wounds a trades-
man's credit without cause, is as much a murderer
in trade as he that kills a man in the dark is a
murderer in matters of blood.

Besides, there is a particular nicety in the credit
of a tradesman, which does not reach to many other
cases; a man is slandered in his character or re-
putation, and it is injurious; and if it comes in the
way of a marriage, or of a preferment, or post, it
may disappoint and ruin him; but if this happens
to a tradesman, he is immediately and unavoidably
blasted and undone. A tradesman has but two sorts
of enemies to encounter with; viz. thieves breaking
open his shop, and ill neighbours blasting his repu-
tation ; and the latter are the worse thieves of the
two, by a great deal; and therefore people should
indeed be more chary of their discourse of trades-
men than of other men.

A tradesman's credit and a maid's virtue ought
to be equally sacred from evil tongues ; and it is a
very unhappy truth that, as times now go, they are
neither of them regarded among us as they ought
to be.